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To amend the Revised Code to clarify which prison terms must be served
prior to other consecutive prison terms, and to require sentencing courts to
indicate the order in which consecutive prison terms are to be served.

Background

When a defendant is sentenced to multiple prison terms, to be served consecutively,
there is often no indication as to the order in which those consecutive terms must be
served. Thus it is often unclear, when an offender has served several years in prison,
how credit should be calculated (i.e. which sentence or part of the sentence was
served and which remains to be served). Current case law holds that such ambiguity
should be resolved in the defendant’s favor. Additionally, once a prison term has
been completed, it may not be altered, including adding a term of post-release
control, even if the offender is still serving time for the other offenses.
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Recommendations

The General Assembly should provide clarity, or provide judges with the
means to make more explicit, the order in which consecutive prison terms
should be carried out.
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